
NYS Association of Counties  www.nysac.org/issues 2018 

 

 
 
 

SEPTIC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT FUND 
 
SEPTIC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT FUND 
The $2.5 billion Clean Water Infrastructure Act of 2017 included $75 million for a Septic 
System Replacement Fund to help New York State residents replace failing septic systems. 
Pursuant to PBA § 1285-u, counties containing a priority geographic area were given the 
option to assist in distributing state funding to eligible residents.  These monies can be used 
to reimburse property owners for 50% of eligible costs (up to $10,000) of replacing failing 
septic systems and installing more environmentally effective systems.  However, the 2017-18 
Enacted Budget did not contain an administrative allocation to ensure that counties can 
operate successful septic system replacement programs.  
 

2018 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
The Executive proposal does not contain an administrative allocation for the Septic System 
Replacement Fund. 

 
2018 LEGISLATIVE BUDGET PROPOSALS 
Neither the Senate nor the Assembly proposals contain an administrative allocation for the 
Septic System Replacement Fund. 

 
COUNTY SOLUTION 
Counties support the State’s $2.5 billion investment in water quality and clean water 
infrastructure. However, county governments will struggle to operate successful septic 
system replacement programs without additional support. We request that $2 million be 
allocated for administrative assistance to ensure that New York State residents can utilize the 
monies earmarked for septic system upgrades. 
 
Our county health departments, particularly environmental health programs, face ongoing 
pressure on limited local resources due to increases in workload necessitated by emerging 
public health threats and state regulatory and statutory changes.  The Property Tax Cap puts 
even greater pressure on counties to perform more services with fewer resources.  A $2 
million administrative allocation for the Septic System Replacement Fund would ensure that 
counties can support homeowners in undertaking septic system repair and replacement 
projects, which are necessary to protect drinking water and waterbodies across New York 
State. 

   
 

For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org/publisafety 
or call 518-465-1473 to speak to Katie Hohman, NYSAC Legislative Director. 
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